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course to a ruse. His brother Som Shankar ** presented
himself at the Moghul headquarters and asked forgiveness
for Pirya Naik and a week's truce. Ilis erring brother,
so Som Shankar said, had gone mad and jumped from the
fort walls. If nothing was heard of him at the end of a
week he, Som Shankar, would surrender. The week passed
and a small forco under Muhtasham Khan entered Wakin-
kera to take possession of it in the emperor's name, But
the shrieks and screams of Pirya's mother for her missing
son so distressed the new commandant that for several
days he did not disturb her possession. At last he insisted
that she should hand over the citadel. The old lady with
streaming eyes consented, but prayed that Som Shankar
should be sont back from the Moghul lines, as ho alone
knew where his brother had buried his treasures. Her
prayer was granted and Som Shankar returned. No sooner
had he clone wo than Pirya Naik emerged from hiding,
seized Muhtasham Khan and the men with him and once
more closed the gates in the faco of the enemy. The delay
gained by the arts of Pirya, Som Shankar and their
mother had enabled fresh bodies of Marathas to join
Dhanaji Jadav; so Aurangzib ordered Zulfikar Khan to
hasten to him with all available rcinforoGmontH. The
arrival of this talented commander restored confidence in
the investing army and once again the siege progressed.
Jiulfikar Khan skilfully seized the wells on which the
garrison depended, and following up this success he pushed
his trenches so near the main works of the fortress that
the emperor fixed the following day for a general assault.
Pirya Naik realised that Wakinkera was no longer tenable,
He left three thousand picked troops with orders to defend
the walls to the last. With the rest of his army he left
the fortress by a number of secret tunnels which ho had
dug for such an emergency and joined Dhanaji Jadav.
When Zulfikar Khan next day made his way into Wakin-
kera over the bodies of Pirya Naik's rearguard, he lound
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